
ClickBank Affiliate Confessions – Quick Action Guide 
By Heather Vale 

- 1 - 

Introduction 
 

 

I’m Heather Vale, the co-author of 
ClickBank Affiliate Confessions 

and host of the online talk show, 
Success Unwrapped with 

Heather Vale.   

 
That’s me sitting at the anchor 

desk of CBC, the largest network 
news operation in Canada, where 

I live.  No, I wasn’t the anchor, 
but I was about to interview one 

of the most successful news 
anchors in the country, Peter Mansbridge, about his personal journey to 

the top of the media mountain. 
 

In fact, I’ve always focused on success techniques and principles, but 
lately more than ever.  I like to interview people about how they 

achieved success, and tell others so they can follow the same path. 
 

Just like with ClickBank Affiliate Confessions, where I’ve interviewed 

some of the most successful ClickBank Affiliates out there.  But don’t 
think it’s just a few… there are lots of ClickBank success stories, and 

there’s no reason you can’t be one of them. 
 

All you have to do is take the right action. 
 

This e-package was developed to help you do just that… by showing you 
the skills others have developed and giving you the tools to follow that 

path to success yourself. 
 

Throughout this Quick Action Guide I’ll be investigating the niches that 
interest me personally, and showing concrete examples. 

 
So… let’s get started! 
 
 

http://cbc.ca/
http://successunwrappedradio.com/
http://successunwrappedradio.com/
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Here’s what you have to do, step by step, in order to 
become a ClickBank Affiliate success story quickly! 
 
 

1. Go to ClickBank and sign up for your affiliate ID, or 
“nickname”.   

 
Be sure to pick a 

nickname that you can 
remember, but that is 

also unique enough so 
maybe people won’t 

even realize it’s part of 
an affiliate ID.   

 

For instance, I could 
have picked something 

like heathervale, but 
that’s too obvious.  I 

went with unwrapped. 
 

The actual link you 
have to go to is https://ssl.clickbank.net/signup/? 

 
 

                 
 

2. Decide what type of product 
you want to promote. 

 

a. Make a list of what 
interests you.  Include 

everything, without 
restrictions.  Here’s what 

mine would look like: 
 

                                   
 

 

https://ssl.clickbank.net/signup/?
https://ssl.clickbank.net/signup/?
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b. Pick a few that you think would be good to promote 
first. 

 

To tie in with my talk show, which focuses on personal and financial 
success and is delivered by podcast, I would like to start with 

success, wealth, and podcasting. 
 

 
c. Search the internet through Google to see what else is 

being promoted in those niches. 
 

Success is a huge niche, and I get 624 Million results: 
 

                 
 
 

Wealth is almost as big, with 128 Million: 

 

http://google.com/
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Podcasting is more targeted, and I “only” get 41 Million! 
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d. Get Good Keywords and do free searches to see what 
other people are searching for in those niches. 

 

It’s good to know what specific phrases people are searching for within 
these huge niches, so a tool like Good Keywords comes in handy.   

 
This can help you target the keywords and phrases on your website 

that are attracting visitors, as well as narrow down your ClickBank 
search if there are too many products in the larger niche. 

 
These are the targeted keyword searches I found for Success: 

 
The top phrases being 

searched are “success 
quote”, “dress for 

success”, and “weight 

loss success story”.  I’m 
not all that interested in 

weight loss, so I would 
focus on the first two.  But 

further down I see just 
“success story”, and that 

would be a good one for 
me. 

 
 

 
Here’s what came up for 

Wealth: 
 

The top three are “wealth 

management”, “wealth 
secret”, and “health and 

wealth raffle”… whatever the 
heck that is! 

 
 

 
 

https://ssl.clickbank.net/signup/?
http://goodkeywords.com/
http://goodkeywords.com/
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Now here are my results for Podcasting: 
 
The top searches are “in 

Podcasting podcasts UK”, 
“podcasting software”, 

and “podcasting quot 
quot” (What??!)… followed 

by “video podcasting”.   
 

By looking at the list I can 
see that most people 

searching for podcasting 
are looking at info on how 

to do it, rather than just 
looking for podcasts to 

listen to. 

 
 

e. Search the ClickBank Marketplace for relevant products 
in those niches.  Make sure you’re looking under 

“Promote Products” rather than “Buy Products” so 
you’ll get access to the tools you need. 

 
With ClickBank, you can actually 

run a more targeted search with 
a single word than a keyword 

phrase.  For instance, with 
podcasting I get three results, 

but with podcasting equipment 
I get 9… because it’s searching 

for both words, not necessarily 

related. 
 

Putting the phrases in quotes 
narrows it down, but with my 

keywords results I came up 
empty handed with all targeted 

niches, even though success and 
wealth on their own give many pages of results. 

                    

http://catalog.clickbank.net/marketplace/?s=1
http://marketplace.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.marketplace.hop.clickbank.net/
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For now I’m going to go with the targeted podcast search of three e-
books: 
 

                    
 
 

f. If you can’t find any good results with the niches you’ve 
chosen, try again with one of the others on your list. 

 
Since I got lots of results for the first three tries, I’m going to work 

with those for now.  But if you don’t find any results you like, just go 

back to your list from Step 2. 
 

 
3. Check the commissions and price points on the product to 

see if they are worth going any further.  e-Books with a price 
point under $50 and a 50% commission are good choices.  
There are also software products and membership sites that 
you can promote through ClickBank.  Also check the gravity 

and conversion stats that ClickBank lists with each product. 
 

Here is exactly what’s listed on the ClickBank Marketplace results 
page for my podcasting search, listed in order of popularity, which is 

ClickBank’s standard search result format: 
 

http://unwrapped.marketplace.hop.clickbank.net/
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1) New Podcast Secrets Revealed E-Book. [ earn 50.0 % ]  
  Incredible step-by-step e-book shows you how to create, download and earn money with 
podcasting in hours, guaranteed. Video Help.  
  PAYOUT STATS: $earned/sale: $ 23.72 , %earned/sale: 50.0 %, %referred: 48.0 %, gravity: 5.42  
 
 2) The Podcasting eBook. [ earn 50.0 % ]  
  The official podcasting guide for producing, promoting and making money from your podcast.  
  PAYOUT STATS: $earned/sale: $ 4.0 , %earned/sale: 50.0 %, %referred: 65.0 %, gravity: 4.92  
 
 3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting. [ earn 50.0 % ]  
  Radio Disc Jockey takes you step-by-step through the process of creating your own Podcast.  
  PAYOUT STATS: $earned/sale: $ 18.0 , %earned/sale: 50.0 %, %referred: 51.0 %, gravity: 1.09 

 
All three results are e-books, and all pay out a commission of 50%, 

which is good. 
 

However, looking at the $earned/sale, it varies from $4.00 to 
$23.72.  Obviously promoting #2, The Podcasting eBook, for a 

commission of $4.00 is not worth your time unless you are sure you 

can get a high volume of buyers. 
 

The price points are $69.95 for #1, $9.95 for #2 and $39.99 for #3.  
The first one may be a little steep for the average customer. 

 
The gravity represents how many affiliates have been paid by 
promoting it.  Looking at #2’s gravity of 4.92, it has attracted more 
affiliates than #3, Radio Secrets For Podcasting which has a gravity of 

1.09… even though #3’s commission is over 4 times as much.  Is it 

because it converts better, or because it’s been around longer? 
 

%Referred is the percentage of sales that come through affiliates. 
 

 
4. Go to each of the vendors’ sales pages for the products that 

interest you. 
 

5. Check if the sales page would interest you as a buyer. 
 

a. Do they have an attention-grabbing headline? 
 

http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
javascript:z('PODSECRETS')
http://xxxxx.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
javascript:z('IVOICES')
http://xxxxx.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
javascript:z('PODCASTING')
http://xxxx.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
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1) New Podcast Secrets 
Revealed E-Book  
 

The Headline: Publish and Post 
Your Podcast To a Live Audience 

of 6 Million Rabid Podcasting 
Fans in A Matter of 3 Hours – 

Guaranteed is attention-grabbing, 
speaks to the audience, and 

mentions the benefit of reaching 6 
Million rabid fans. 

 
 

2) The Podcasting eBook  
 

The Headline: How to Produce, 

Promote and Make Money From 
Your Podcast – Even if You’re 

Brand New to Podcasting! only 
speaks to the features, not the 

benefits.  Why do you want to do 
this?  That question should be 

answered.  At least it says “Make 
Money”, although not how much. 

 
 

 3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting  
 

The Headline: True Story of how 
Two Moms are Making Over 
$100,000 with their Podcast and 

How You Can Have Your Own 
Profit Explosion is kind of tabloid-ish 

in tone, and not very conversational, 
but does speak to the benefit of 

having a Profit Explosion and gives 
precise dollar figures. 

 
 

 

http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
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b. Do they have good, intriguing sales copy that highlights 
the benefits rather than just 
the features? 

 
1) New Podcast Secrets Revealed E-

Book  
 

These bullet points make the product 
sound very good with phrases like “Must 

Have Guide to Fame and Fortune”, 
“Make Money with Podcasting Simply 
by Using Your Voice”, and “Learn the 
Secrets of the Pros”. 

 
Also the inclusion of videos is good 

added value. 

 

2) The Podcasting eBook  
 

The copy is a little dry, mainly 
explaining what a podcast is.  They 

do go into features, but they call 
them “the main reasons so 

many businesses are 
podcasting” rather than relating it 
to the potential customer and 

answering the question, “What’s in 
it for me?” 

 
 

 3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting  
 

They include a list of 
benefits, which look 

good if you look at the 
red mini-headlines… but 

the descriptions are a 
little convoluted.  For 

instance, “Learn inside 

secrets from professional disc jockey” is not a Benefit of Podcasting. 

http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
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c. Do they have a strong call to action? 
 
1) New Podcast Secrets Revealed E-Book  

 
The call to action mentions the full value of the package and engages 

the customer’s imagination, making it more likely they’ll buy. 
 

     
 

2) The Podcasting eBook  
 
The call to action doesn’t sound that appealing… “if you’re the kind of 

person who is willing to work, follow a plan, and interact with an 
organization that is working to promote business podcasting…” Huh? 

 

                 
 

3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting  

 
The call to action is a little dry, and only speaks to people who already 

know about podcasting.  “Packed full of useful information”? “What you 
need to know”?  It sounds too much like school. 

 

                           

http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
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d. Are there bonuses included that may increase 
conversion? 

 

1) New Podcast Secrets Revealed E-Book  
 

There are 25 related bonuses worth $2604.47 which definitely make 
the $69.95 price point more appealing. 

 
2) The Podcasting eBook  

 
There are 4 related bonuses worth $2298.00, which are good for a 
$9.95 product. 
 

3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting  
 

There are 7 related bonuses, but it doesn’t say what they’re worth… 

just that the $39.95 product plus bonuses could be worth over $300. 
 

 
 

e. Is there a limited-time offer that is appealing? 
 

1) New Podcast Secrets Revealed E-Book  
 

Says he’s been advised to raise the price, so this may be a limited 
time offer, but the saving is only 30%: 

 

          
 
2) The Podcasting eBook  

 
Claims to have a limited time price, which doesn’t mean it will go up... 

but the customer may think it will, and they get it for 80% off now. 
 

        

http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
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3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting  
 
Makes a vague suggestion that the price could go up at some point, 

and if you buy now the savings is 60% off: 
 

    
 
All of these limited time offers, even if the authors never intend to 

raise the price, could influence more immediate sales. 

 
 

f. Is there an upsell that can earn you higher 
commissions? 

 
None of these products have an upsell, or a second product offering 

that costs more money than the base package. 
 

 
g. Does the sales page divert attention through opt-in 

lists, other ads or links to other pages? 
 

1) New Podcast Secrets Revealed E-Book  
 

The landing page is a squeeze 

page, so everybody signs up for 
the 10-part free e-course worth 

$47, and a free chapter of the 
e-book.  

 
If they start off with this, and 

ever decide to purchase 
afterwards through the e-course 

links, you don’t get credit 
because they are not embedded 

with your affiliate ID.   

http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
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This is the e-course as it is sent out by 

email, with links just going back to the 
main page. 

 
Since everybody signs up for the e-

course, you have the potential to lose a 
lot of referrals this way. 

 
 

 
2) The 
Podcasting 
eBook  

 
There are no opt-in lists, but there is a link 

to listen to their podcast, which might lure 

some customers away. 
 

     
 

3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting  
 

There is a newsletter, and again it doesn’t include your affiliate link, 
but this one is not quite as likely to get sign-ups because it’s just a 

newsletter, and not a squeeze page. 
 

 

http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
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h. Is it easy to find the product page, and see how much it 
costs? 

 

All three products have an easy order system, and the prices are fairly 
easy to find. 

 

 
 
 

i. Are there noticeable affiliate sign-up links that might 
divert your potential customers? 

 
1) New Podcast Secrets Revealed E-Book  

 
Does not have an affiliate sign-up link on the page, which is good. 

 
2) The Podcasting eBook  

 
Has a discreet affiliate sign up link at the very bottom right of the 

page, so is unlikely to divert the average customer: 

       
 

3) Radio Secrets For Podcasting  
 

Asks outwardly for affiliates, but it is towards the bottom of the sales 
letter and most people probably won’t pay attention: 

 

 

http://unwrapped.podsecrets.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.ivoices.hop.clickbank.net/
http://unwrapped.podcasting.hop.clickbank.net/
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j. Can you contact the vendor to find out what kind of sales 
volumes and conversions they do? 

 

All have contact links if you look for them. 
 

 

  
 

6. If you like the sales page, get your hoplink from the 
ClickBank Marketplace page, or sign up through the affiliate 

link on the sales page. 
 

From the Marketplace, click on the commission link beside the product 
description, in this case the part that says [ earn 50.0% ]: 

 

        
 

And you’ll get a pop-up window where you enter your nickname to get 
your hoplink: 

 

                                  

 

 

7. If you don’t like the sales page, pick another product in that 
niche.  Is there another that’s newer?  One that’s been 
overlooked by other affiliates and may be further down the 
page?  Look at those sales pages until you find one or two 

that you like. 
 

 

http://unwrapped.marketplace.hop.clickbank.net/
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8. Decide what promotional tactics you’d like to try first: 
 

a. Build your own big content site with lots of articles, 
resources, and links to products you promote as an 
affiliate? 

 
For an example, see Rosalind Gardner’s Sage-Hearts.com 

 

                                    
 

You will need good web hosting, so check out: 
http://www.allmarketingsecrets.com/hosting.html 

 
http://www.dreamhost.com/shared/  
and enter promo code CBAFF for $24 off – that’s like 3 months FREE! 

 

And you will also need your own domain name.  You can get it here: 
http://www.domaincontender.com 

 
If you need help building your site, go here: 

http://www.codrutturcanu.com/sitebuilder.html 
 

And to mask your links so your commissions don’t get stolen by 
thieves, get the Affiliate Defender with resell rights, cheap! 

http://affiliatedefender.valesales.com 

http://affiliatedefender.valesales.com/
http://www.codrutturcanu.com/sitebuilder.html
http://www.domaincontender.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/shared/
http://www.allmarketingsecrets.com/hosting.html
http://sage-hearts.com/
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b. Build several smaller niche sites? 
 
For instance, I could make a site all about podcasting, and include all 

three of the products I’ve examined here, along with other affiliate 
links to other podcast-related products like microphones and recording 

software. 
 

c. Try to get free traffic through keyword optimization? 
 

Go back to the keyword phrases you discovered in Step 2 that people 
are searching for, by using Good Keywords.  Include those key 
phrases on your site. 
 

For instance, some of the ones that came up when I searched for 
Podcasting were “podcasting software”, and “video podcasting”.  

So I could include text on my website like: 

 
 Do you want to cash in on the podcasting revolution, and be one 

of the thousands of cutting-edge experts that are building their fame 
and fortune online?  Find out all the best podcasting software, and 

learn about the new wave of video podcasting, as you use your voice 
and personal interests to create a successful podcasting empire.  

 
 

d. Write a blog to 
attract traffic? 

 
Here’s a blog entry I did while 

creating one of the video tutorials 
for ClickBank Affiliate 

Confessions.  It links back to my 
website at 
TodaysSuccessMinute.com, which 

will increase my site’s ranking in 
the search engines because it 

creates an external link.  This will 
also attract new visitors to my 

site who find my blog through 
blog directories. 

 

http://todayssuccessminute.com/
http://goodkeywords.com/
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If you write your blog on your own site, you have a different benefit of 

showing the search engines you have fresh content updated regularly. 
 

 
e. Use Pay per Click traffic to direct visitors to your 

website or to the vendor’s sales page? 
 

Buying traffic is one of the most effective ways these days to get 
targeted visitors to your website, or to the vendor’s sales page 

through your affiliate link. 
 

One of the most popular Pay per Click search engines is Google 
AdWords, where you bid what you want to pay for keywords and only 

pay when an interested customer clicks on your ad. 
 

            
 

Choosing to send the traffic “direct to merchant” means the 
customer never sees your presence.  When they click on your ad with 

your affiliate link, they find themselves on the sales page for the 
product.  If they buy, you get the commission. 
 

 
f. Use Pay per Click traffic to direct visitors to your own 

landing page or website? 
 

You can also choose to direct the traffic to your own niche content 
website with many affiliate links and reviews, or to a landing page 

you create that pre-sells one specific vendor’s product before sending 
them to the sales page. 
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g. Use an opt-in list or squeeze page to capture names 
and email addresses? 

 
Here’s what one of my opt-in boxes 

looks like on my blog.  When people 
visit they see the special offer of 

getting some free e-books, and all 
they have to do is enter their email to 

get it.   
This allows you to build a customer 

base that you can send sales letters and reviews to, which greatly 
increases your income potential 

 
The easiest way to do this is with an autoresponder, and most of the 

interviewees recommend this one: 

 
http://www.codrutturcanu.com/autoresponders.html 

 
 

h. Use a product review to pre-sell the product? 

Here’s part of a review I wrote 
comparing Rosalind Gardner’s 

The Super Affiliate Handbook 
to The Rich Jerk 

To promote the podcasting 
products I’ve examined here, I 

would get two or all three, and 
write a review comparing the 

products, showing the good 
points and maybe even the bad 

points of each. 
 

Then you post the reviews on your site as a way to pre-sell the 
product.  Obviously you won’t completely slam either product, or you 

won’t get sales… but honesty will win out over hype, so if you love 
some things about it but hate something else, don’t be afraid to say 
so. 

http://www.runurl.com/x.php?35v
http://zippedurl.com/4k5y9p
http://www.codrutturcanu.com/autoresponders.html
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9. Buy the product to take a look, or ask the vendor if he’ll give 
you a free review copy or a free sample. 

 

If you’ve chosen to do a review page, or even to 
send sales letters to your opt-in newsletter, you 

should take a look at the product.  Go back to 
the contact info you found on the sales page and 

ask if you could have a review copy. 
 

You may have to write a few reviews first to build 
up your credibility and demonstrate your 
ability to pre-sell.  Then send the link to your best 
review pages to the vendor when asking for their 

product to review. 
 

Be sure to promise them something in return, like a testimonial, a 

free mailing about the product to your list, or make a barter deal by 
offering them another product you have the resell rights to. 

 
If you can’t get a review copy, or if you’re too new to have proven 

yourself as a serious reviewer, consider buying the product before you 
promote it.   

 
If you’re in the ClickBank Marketplace and nobody has referred you 
to that product, you won’t be stealing anybody’s commission if you 
buy the product through your own hoplink.   

 
It’s like being a distributor and buying your products wholesale.  This 

will save you 50%, or whatever the commission is, and most vendors 
openly endorse this practice for their affiliates in order to get the 

product into their hands cost-effectively. 

 
 

10. Now that you’ve got your game plan in place, it’s time to take 
action! 

 
 

11. Be sure to refer to the tactics outlined in ClickBank 
Affiliate Confessions to learn how to tackle each of the above 

and be a success! 

http://clickbankaffiliateconfessions.com/
http://clickbankaffiliateconfessions.com/
http://unwrapped.marketplace.hop.clickbank.net/

